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Proverbs 29: 18 declares that "where there is no vision, the people perish." District Elder
Donaldson, a man with a vision, realized the need for a larger building. On the second Sunday
in May, 1983, the church held the groundbreaking ceremony at the church's current location
and began to build. Working together, the members raised the money for the first phase of
construction. GPT's growing trend continued and by 1993 it was time to begin the second
phase of construction, resulting in the completion of the building in its current state.

Today, the sanctuary will seat 1,800 people. In 1999, GPT began working on the new
Children's Church, located in the lower level of the building, designed to give spiritual
guidance and teaching to young people ages 3 to 10. Church expansion continued in 2001
with the development of the nursery, designed for children 2-year-olds and younger. Greater
Pentecostal Temple is "Taking the City!" through revitalizing the neighborhood impacting
the entire community.

As The Lord would have it, in October of 2023 Pastor Clarence Johnson was named as the
successor of GPT. This God move was made publicly by the hand and oversight of the
Honorable Bishop Marvin E. Donaldson and The GPT family. Sunday October 8, 2023,
Bishop Donaldson announced his retirement and that Pastor-Elect Clarence & Lady DeLena
would serve as his choice of succession. Thorough prayer, seeking the Lord and wise council
Bishop Donaldson made his selection.
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Bishop

Bishop Marvin E. Donaldson, Pastor Emeritus of Grenter Pentecostal Temple in Kansas City, Kansas, is widely
recognized as a visionary pastor, community leader, preacher, teacher, and educator. Celebrated among the
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World’s dynamic ministers, he has coupled spiritual leadership with a lifelong
commitment to economic development and equitable urban policy throughout the greater Kansas City area.

For more than four decades, Bishop Donaldson has been a trailblazer in the faith community. Under his leadership,
Greater Pentecostal Temple experienced sustained growth—expanding from an initial membership of 45 to more than
2,500 congregants. Guided by prayerful vision, he oversaw the construction and expansion of a worship edifice now
valued at more than 83 million. In 1993, the church broke ground to enlarge its existing structure—literally removing
walls to make room for the “masses”—and today the campus in the heart of Kansas City, Kansas, stands as a beacon of
beauty, quality, and hope.

Bishop Donaldson accepted Christ more than 57 years ago while attending ElBethel Pentecostal Church under the
pastorate of the late Bishop W. H. Davis in Springfield, Ohio. His family later relocated to East Chicago, Indiana,
where he completed his primary and secondary education before studying at the University of Indiana and Moody
Bible Institute, In 1969, while at Morgan Park Assembly in Chicago, Illinois, under the leadership of the late District
Elder Herbert C. Moore, he acknowledged the call to preach the Gospel. After serving faithiully in a range of church
and district capacities, he stepped out in faith as a Yull-time National Evangelist, traveling the country to proclaim the
Word of God.

In May 1976, the late Pastor L. 1. Hornbeak invited him to serve as Co-Pastor. In September 1978, he was chosen to
succeed her as Pastor of Greater Pentecostal Temple, relocating to Kansas City, Kansas; his installation was held on
November 5, 1978, From the outset, Bishop Donaldson’s ministry extended beyond the sanctuary. He championed
programs that addressed both spiritual and practical needs, including the Outreach Ministry (with a robust Prison
Ministry), the Christian Fellowship for Recovering Alcoholics and Addicts, and the Lady Donna Memorial Health
Screening Center.

His civic service is extensive. Bishop Donaldson is a three-time honoree :mm:lg the “100 Most lnﬂnanﬂ.il._ '

member of the Kansas City, Kansas Planning Commission, Special Advisor to the President of Doun-ﬂy
former member of its Board of Trustees, a member of the Executive Board of the Black Health Care Coali

President and Board member of the Substance Abuse Center of Eastern Kansas, a member of President
Empowerment Zone Commission, and a Board member of Derrick Thomas' Third and l.mgmundnﬂm.

Bishop Donaldson is the proud father of three children: Sherry Dowden, Stephany nm_m' 1
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lllhlﬁnn, 111, is a native of Kansas City, Missouri. He grew up as a lifelong member of the NWDC( no
Mnglrnm Southwest High Pastor Johnson attended the University of Missouri, Columbia for two
up in the home of a pastor Elder Johnson felt the need to finish secondary education back at home. In
hile he helped build the young striving ministry he had grown up being a part of. Furthermore, assisting
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returned to Kansas City he finished undergraduate studies and seminary training at MidAmerica
ity. Olathe Kansas with a bachelor’s in Systematic Theology with a minor in Christian Counseling.

a gifted musician, singer and songwriter, Growing up in church you could find young Clarence
microphone worshiping God through song.

: .!llb served as the teen director of the NwDCYPU, Vice President and President. In 2004 Elder
duced a live recording with the youth choir alongside Dist. Elder Christopher Collier. Pastor Johnson
d to travel the length and breath of this Country and abroad as an evangelist.

1 1S0N W ___.l:iﬂ_pimtﬂ the success of Jesus Chapel (Cameron, Missouri) and Life Tabernacle (Kansas City,
; ﬂﬁ unexpected transition of Pastor Clarence Johnson, 11, Elder Johnson was elected as lead
acle Church in December of 2009,

Lo m lﬂw it Pastor Johnson had another transition to make in Fulfilling ultimate purpose. This God
MM by the hand and oversight of the Honorable Bishop Marvin E. Donaldson and The Greater
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3, 2023, Bishop Donaldson announced his retirement and that Pastor-Elect Clarence & Lady DeLena
ﬂsiii choice of succession. Thorough prayer, seeking the Lord and wise council Bishop Donaldson made




Pastor Ervin Jason Sims, "Pastor J", brings true passion to ministering the word of
God. Born into the Church of God in Christ and ordained as an elder in 2001,
Pastor J has dedicated his life to winning souls for Christ. Pastor J has been
faithful to the Mt. Carmel Church walking hand in hand with his father and
Bishop, Ervin Sims Jr. for over 20 years, serving as assistant Pastor for 3 years
and being installed as Senior Pastor in December 2019, Pastor J has an organic
gift from God to lead and provide detailed administration to the glory of God.

Professionally he has a B.S. in Civil Engineering and has become one of the worlds
leading authorities in transportation management. He is currently the
Transportation Director, coordinating all modes of transport for the FIFA World
Cup 2026 in Kansas City.
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GREATER PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE
2" Pastoral & 89" Church Anniversary

Honoring

Pastor Clarence & Lady DeLena Johnson

Friday, April 10, 2026~7:00pm
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Suffragan Bishop Daniel Chavis Jr., formally of the Bethesda Temple
Church in St. Louis, Missouri moved to Kansas City, Missouri to
continue his education in July 1973. He was called to the ministry and
preached his first sermon in 1974. He has earned a Bachelor of Arts
degree in history with an emphasis in ancient and classical studies
from the University of Missouri, Kansas City. He has a Masters of
Divinity from the Nazarene Theological Seminary.

Suffragan Bishop Chavis has been the Pastor of the thriving Apostolic
Church of Jesus Christ since July 1984. He has held many prestigious
offices in our community. Since June 1991, he has served as a District
Elder of the Northwestern District Council of the Pentecostal
Assemblies of the World. He has served as a treasurer and chairman of
the Northwestern District Council.

In October 2007, he was elevated to Suffragan Bishop. He is the




GREATER PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE
2" Pastoral & 89" Church Anniversary

Sunday, April 12, 2026 ~ 3:30pm
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‘Thank you from the botte
this past weekend! Celebr
Johnson for their 2nd Pasto
monumental 89th Church 2
stirring expe _
Your presence, prayers | of love made this
milestone unforgettable. o blessed to have a
community that pours so much int(!t the vision of this
house. May God bless you abundantly for the kindness
you’ve shown the Johnson Family, Bishop Donaldson, and
our church.

With love and gratitude,

Pastor Clarence & Lady DeLena Johnson
Bishop Marvin E. Donaldson & Family
The Anniversary Committee
& The entire GPT Family,

We say Thank you!
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